
They told you
You should love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, pray for those
who abuse you, and turn the other
cheek. (Luke 6:27-29)

But did you know?
A spouse or other family member is
not supposed to be your enemy!
Jesus speaks here against seeking
vengeance or escalating violence.
When another’s violence does not
stop, the only way you can prevent
further escalation is by leaving the
situation.  You can pray for an abuser
without subjecting yourself to contin-
ued abuse.

They told you
God doesn’t care about you OR
how can you believe in God if these
awful things happen?

But did you know?
You are not alone in these feelings.
Many scriptures express the same
things (i.e. Psalm 22, 55 or Job)
Even Jesus seemed to feel betrayed
and abandoned (Matt. 27:46)  It’s
OK for you to doubt God’s exist-
ence, question God’s love or be
angry at God.  Maybe someday
you’ll feel different and want to
forgive God for your suffering.  For
now, it’s OK to be exactly where
you are in your feelings about God
or religion.

Adapted from Did You Know by Ann Larson.
Used with permission.

They told you
“Wives, be subject to your husbands as to the Lord” (Eph 5:22)

The verse just before that says, “be subject to one another out of rever-
ence for Christ”

They told you
“Wives, be subject to your husbands as is fitting in the Lord” (Col 3:18)

The next verse says, “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh
with them.”
AND most of Paul’s writings about marriage give equal rights and
responsibilities to wife and husband.  See, for example, 1 Cor 7.

They told you
“I hate divorce, says the Lord, the God of Israel...” (Malachi 2:16)

the verse continues “...and [I hate] covering one’s garment with violence.”
This whole paragraph is addressed to husbands who destroy marriage
through their sins.

They told you
Jesus prohibits divorce (Matthew 5:31 ff.)

In Jesus’ time, a man could divorce his wife without warning, cause or
consequence to him.  Women and children were left with no recourse
and no resources.  In this text, Jesus protects the vulnerable.  He does
not condemn them to a life of abuse.

They told you
Leaving your spouse makes you guilty of breaking marriage vows of “for better and for worse”
AND if you divorce and remarry, it’s adultery (Matt. 5:32; Luke 19: 3-9; I Cor. 7:10-11)

  But did you know?
The prohibition against adultery protects a marriage from breaches of
trust. Both husband and wife make a vow to love, honor, and be faithful
to the other. The abuser, through violence and other abuse, is the one
who breaches trust and breaks vows--not the person who leaves in
order to be safe.
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